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Latest forecast shows slow grain movement until fall

By Mark Wegner, President

TCW&
TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANYInterchange



In the past several months overall 
rail shipments across the system have 
dropped. 

That drop can be attributed to 
several factors. The one factor 
that has remained constant and 

which has gained in importance is the 
opportunity for shippers/receivers to save 
on their transportation costs.

The Twin Cities & Western (TCW) and 
Minnesota Prairie Line (MPL) have a very 
unique opportunity to assist businesses 
in saving those transportation dollars. 
This savings can be achieved in not only 
monetary aspects but in community 
benefits as well; reducing emissions and 
highway congestion, as well as wear and 
tear on the nation’s roadways. 

Even though a business is not located 
near the rail or have direct access to rail, 
they can still benefit from shipping by rail. 
A non-rail served business can utilize a 
designated “team track” location. A “team 
track” is a track which can be utilized by 
several different businesses for shipping or 
receiving goods. The goods are transloaded 
either from or to an identified railcar type, 
thus being able to reap the benefits of  
shipping by rail. 

The TCW and MPL currently have several 
“team track” locations that can be used 
to transload everything from feed grain, 
fertilizer, salt, plastic resins, lumber and 
rock. Anything that can be transported by 
truck, can moved by rail. The TCW and 
MPL Marketing & Sales staff  will be happy 
to assist shippers and receivers by reviewing 
their transportation options. 

By Bob Henry, Vice President 

Marketing and Sales

TCW & MPL achieve the Jake Award for 2008
By Bob Suko, General Manager, Operations
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“Team track” helps businesses access rail
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Our organization 

suffered a great 

loss with Chuck 

Clay passing 

away on March 1. 

Remembering our Board Member and  
Co-Founder Chuck Clay    

By Mark Wegner, President



S
eneca Foods is the 

world’s leading 

producer and 

distributor of canned vegetables 

and fruits. The Twin Cities 

& Western (TCW) and 

Minnesota Prairie Line 

(MPL) provide daily rail 

service to two Seneca plants.    

TCW serves the Glencoe, MN 
plant. Built in 1948 by the Green 
Giant Co., their first production 
was in 1949. Purchased by Seneca 
in 1995, it is one of their largest 
plants. Throughout its years of 
existence there have been numerous 
updates and improvements made 
to the plant. The plant is located 

on more than 40 acres with a 
total of 614,000 square feet of on-
site buildings. The buildings are 
for production and dry and cold 
storage. Additionally, they manage 
over 200,000 square feet of off-site 
dry warehouse. Over 11 million 
cases of the basic product sweet 
corn and green peas are processed 
annually. This plant has 147 full-
time employees. During the fresh 
processing season it employs as 
many as 850 temporary seasonal 
workers with on-site housing for 
over 500 seasonal workers.

MPL serves the Arlington, MN 
plant. The oldest of the two plants, 
it was built in 1905 and at one 
time was known as the “Arlington 
Canning Factory”. In 1919 it was 
sold to Big Stone Canning and 
remained Big Stone Canning until 
1989 when it was sold to Dean 
Foods. In 1999 the plant was 

purchased by Seneca Foods. In 
1973 the plant was almost totally 
destroyed by fire. A new plant was 
built and running in time for the 
1974 corn season. In 1976 pea 
production was added. The plant is 
approximately 225,000 square feet, 
of which 173,000 square feet is 
warehouse. Over 3.9 million cases 
of their basic product peas and corn 
are produced annually. This plant 
has 48 full-time employees and 
during the fresh processing season 
employs as many as 160 temporary 
seasonal workers. 

All the raw produce comes from 
within a 70 mile distance of each 
plant. The majority of the 500+ 
growers who supply the produce 
have been growing for the  
Glencoe and Arlington plants  
for many years.
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From Carrie Ahlbrecht  

Staff Accountant

This recipe was discovered 

last summer at a little 

restaurant outside Cheyenne 

Crossing in South Dakota

In a skillet, sauté mushrooms and green pepper in butter until tender.  In a mixing 

bowl combine eggs, flour, baking powder and salt if desired; mix well. Add 

mushroom mixture. Stir in remaining  ingredients, mix well.

Pour into a greased 13-in x 9-in x 2-in baking dish. Bake uncovered. At 400 degrees 

F for about 15 min. Reduce heat to 350 degrees F and bake an additional 25-35 

minutes longer or until a knife inserted near the center comes clean. Let rest for 

about 5 minutes cut and ENJOY !!!

1. Pre-heat oven 325 degrees, lightly 

grease and flour bread pan.

2. Cream sugar, eggs, margarine 

(butter), salt and vanilla. Add flour and 

soda then add bananas.

3. Bake for approximately 1 hour or until 

toothpick  pulls out clean.

 

Black Hill’s Gold  

“Egg Bake” Robin’s Best 

Banana Bread

Look who’s cooking breakfast

½ cup sliced mushrooms          

½ cup chopped green pepper              

¼ cup butter, cubed                     

10 eggs                                 

½ cup all-purpose flour                

¼ teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon baking soda                        

1 (16 ounce) container small curd cottage cheese

2 cups shredded Cheddar cheese

2 cups shredded Monterey Jack cheese 

½ pound bulk pork sausage, cooked and drained

6 bacon strips, cooked and crumbled

1 (2.25 ounce) can sliced ripe olives (drained)

Hot Sauce (optional)

1 cup sugar ( ½ brown and ½ white)              

2 eggs

1 stick of margarine or butter 

1 teaspoon vanilla

2 cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking soda

Pinch of salt

3 bananas (mashed)

From Robin Bergeron  

Director of Sales

The staff here at Twin Cities 

and Western have the 

pleasure of this scrumptious 

treat on a regular basis 

thanks to Robin !!

TCW Annual 
Golf Outing

TCW’s annual 

customer golf outing 

will be held on  

Friday, July 17. 

How often does this happen? 
TCW’s Transportation Specialist, Doug Newman, is one example of a 
6 generation family.  
In the picture: (bottom row from left to right) – Doug’s daughter Jodi Curry, Doug’s 

grandmother (celebrating her 100th birthday in September 2008) Fern VanSteenwick, 

Doug’s great granddaughter Kathran Curry (born in July 2008), Doug’s mother Leonora 

McMillan. (back row from left to right) – Doug’s grandson Tony Curry and Doug Newman.



To recap the last couple  

of months:
March 18, 2009 - CPR/AED training 

April 3, 2009 – Medical Insurance 

Renewal meeting

Upcoming events:
May 11, 2009 – Spring All Employee 

Meeting (AEM)

July 12 – 15, 2009 – Minnesota Regional 

Rail Association (MRRA)

July 15 -17, 2009 – ASLRRA Liability 

Conference

July 25, 2009 – TCW’s Annual Employee 

Picnic

Tina 

Lueth, Ed Dostal, Mike 

Dellwo’s  

December 14, 2009 – Winter All 

Employee Meeting (AEM) –

 

January 23, 2010 –TCW’s Annual 

Employee Holiday Party

Alan Godel, Gaylen Johnson, 

Carrie Ahlbrecht  Tina Lueth

 

SpotlightFast Tracks

Spring is here.  
Are you all as happy 

as I am to see old 

man winter gone??

The TCW/MPL has been 
gearing up for the work 
season. The MOW did 

their annual rules class the first 
week of April and have started 
their tie installation on April 6. 
With the work season kicking 
off, we have been in the hiring 
mode for Seasonal help. I’d like 
to welcome the Seasonal MOW 
laborers to the TCW family:

Brad Wanous — Apr. 1, 2009 
Glencoe Section – returning 
from previous summers

Erik Dack — Apr. 1, 2009 
Montevideo Section

Travis Lawrence — Apr. 1, 2009 
Glencoe Section

Alan Juenemann — May 1, 2009 
Morton Section (MPL)

Tim Degn — May 1, 2009 
Glencoe Section

TCW also brought Charles 
Salley, into the family as our 
new Chief Mechanical Officer 
(CMO) on March 9, 2009. 
Charles comes to Minnesota from 
Mississippi, bringing with him 
vast knowledge; experience and 
innovative thinking which will 
help improve our locomotive 
availability and reliability. TCW 
is thrilled to have Charles with us.


